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AGENDA

Call to order.
Opening remarks.

[11- Presentation of Executive Board.
IV- Approval of previous minutes.

Report of the treasurer.
VI- Report of the Grant Committee.
VII- New Busm'ess.

A.
B.
\C.
D.

E.

F.

G.

VIII- Adjoum.

Determination of Cleopatra’s status within GMYS.
Discussion of Music Director’s position.
Nominating Raymond Lim as Concert Orchestra Conductor.
Discussion of possible tn’p to Costa Rica in 2004 and selection
of an organiz'ing committee.
Nominatm'g Committee for the purpose of submitting a list of
candidates for the Board of Trustees and a slate of officers
for the Executive Board.
To require Symphony conductor to determine music to be
played at start of next season by no later than May 31st and
post sections on the website for auditioning purposes.
Presentation of historical information related to GMYS for
the purpose of determining if' changes are required to the
current version.



How the All-Miami Youth Symphony Became the Greater MIa'mi Youth Symphony

The All-Miarm' Youth Symphony (AMYS) was founded in August 1958 by Robert
Strassburg. His intention was to provide a traim'ng ground for the talented young
musicians of Dade County by supplementing the orchestral programs of the public
schools. At that time, there was no youth symphony in existence in Miami. Strassburg
also created a group comprised of parents and members of the commum'ty to support the
orchestra that he called “The Friends of the All-Miami Youth Symphony.” The AMYS
met weekly during the school year and gave regular public performances. By 1961, just
as all his hard work in establishing the orchestra was resulting in acclaim, Strassburg
resigned as conductor because of friction that had arisen between him and the Friends.

After Strassburg’s departure, Robert Laurence, then orchestra director at Miami Edison
High School, was selected by the Friends in 1962 to lead the AMYS. It was during his
tenure, that the orchestra became a “senu'-subsidiary” of theUm'versity of Miarm' (UM)
School of Music. Warren Signor succeeded Laurence as AMYS conductor in 1965. By
June 1966, the AMYS was absorbed m'to the UM School of Music’s Preparatory
Division, a pre-conservatory program forjum'or and sem'or high school students, founded
and headed by Dr. Lucas Drew. During the orchestra’s first season as part of the Prep
Division (1966-1967), the renowned Freden'ck Fennell was conductor and Philip Fink
was assistant conductor. Philip Fink and a succession of School of Music faculty
members and graduate students followed Dr. Fennell. During this period, the AMYS
made a highly successful goodwfll tour to Bogota, Colombia in 1969.

In 1972, while still a part of the UM School of Music Division of Musical Arts (formerly
the Prep Division) the name of the orchestra was changed to “The Greater Miami Youth
Symphony” by its newly appointed conductor, Dr. Charles Campbell, a member of the
music faculty. According to Dr. Drew, Dr. Campbell did not care for the name “All-
Miami” and thought that “Greater Miami” sounded better and he also wanted to put his
“own stamp” on the orchestra. Henceforth, the ensemble was known as “The Greater
Miami Youth Symphony” (GMYS) but it was still the same organization. By the 1975-
1976 season, due to the expansion of the UM School of Music, the adrm‘m'stration
decided to abolish the Division of Musical Arts, necessitating the severance of its
relationship with the GMYS. '

The time immediately following its separation from the um'versity was one of turmofl and
uncertainty. Dr. Robert Bobo, who had been conductor of the orchestra from 1969 to
1971, returned as music director. According to Dr. Drew, Dr. Bobo deserves credit for
saving the orchestra and seeing it through the difficulties incurred in the aftermath of the
separation. One of the most pressing problems was to find a “home” for the orchestra.
For a very brief time during the spring semester of 1976, the GMYS was offered
rehearsal and storage space at no cost by Florida International University (FIU), but
according to Dr. Philip Fink, who was head of FIU’s music department and well
acquainted with Dr. Bobo, the orchestra’s board refused the offer because there was so
much bad feeling after the orchestra’s separation from UM, they were reluctant to
become involved with another um'versity.



It was during the 1976 - 1977 season, as the GMYS was struggling to establish itself as
an independent entity that Caesar LaMonaca’s name first appeared in its programs. A
careful examination of these programs dated December 18, 1976, March 22, 1977 and
June 12, 1977, indicates that some mam'pulation of fact took place. It is not possible to
deterrmn'e who did it or why, but only that some alterations were made.

In the program notes of the December 1976 program, it is correctly stated that the
orchestra was in its eighteenth season and listed Robert Strassburg first among previous
conductors. According to the second of these programs, the orchestra was still in its
eighteenth season, but Caesar LaMonaca’s name was inserted ahead of Strassburg’s with
the years 1949-1954 given as the dates of his purported conductorship. Then in the third
program, dated June 12, 1977, the orchestra was suddenly in its 25‘” season, .with
LaMonaca’s leadership from 1952-1954. The dates attributed to LaMonaca are
inconsistent in both 1977 programs and the math does not agree with the supposed years
of the orchestra’s existence.

Caesar LaMonaca did indeed have a youth orchestra, but its dates, as is known from the
Dahlenburg dissertation, were from 1946 to 1955. It met only in the summer under the
auspices of the Dade County Parks and Recreation Department and usually gave two
concerts a season at the Bayfront Park Band Shell, one in July and one in August. The
1952 date that the GMYS has come to believe as the year of its founding by LaMonaca,
is based on an erroneous story that appeared in the August 1, 1952 issue of The Miami
Daily News. Whoever wrote the copy that accompanied the photographs of LaMonaca’s
youth orchestra in concert at the bandshell, mistook its season debut for its premiere
performance. Nowhere in this article is LaMonaca’s youth orchestra ever referred to as
the GMYS. There are other news items from both Miami papers, one in 1953 announcing
auditions for the orchestra’s seventh season and one from 1955 about the orchestra’s
tenth anniversary, which uphold the 1946-1955 dates.

There was absolutely no connection between LaMonaca and Strassburg as individuals or
' their youth orchestras. LaMonaca was a much admired figure in Miami and several

AMYS conductors, includm'g Warren Signor, Philip Fink, and Robert Bobo, had played
in his band. Dr. Drew commented that the decision to attribute the orchestra’s founding to
LaMonaca might have been made by Dr. Bobo as a tribute because he and Mrs. Bobo had
both been in LaMonaca’s band and they were all good fn'ends. The move to link the
orchestra to LaMonaca came at a time of difficulty and opposition to its existence by
several high school music teachers, so it is possible that there was also hope that there
would be a benefit to the orchestra in using LaMonaca’s name and making the orchestra
appear older than it was. Unfortunately, it was not right to have deprived Strassburg of
the credit due him' for his efforts as originator or the orchestra of its true history. By
acknowledging Strassburg as founder and 1958 as the year of its beginm'ng, the GMYS
recovers its accomplished past, reclaims all its alumni, many of whom have achieved
significant careers in music, and still remains the oldest youth symphony in continuous
existence in Miami-Dade County and one of the oldest in Florida.



ROBERT STRASSBURG, DFA
(1915- )

3394-B Punta Alta
Laguna Hills, California 92653

Telephone: 949-770-1374 Fax: 949-855-9440

Robert Strassburg was well known to Miami audiences during the 19503 as the music
director of the Festival of the Americas, Miami’s “Composer of the Year” in 1955, and as
conductor of several community orchestras. He was a member of the University of
Miami’s humanities faculty. A student of Paul Hindenn'th, he earned a bachelor of music
from the New England Conservatory and a master of arts from Harvard and was awarded
a MacDowell Fellowship in 1946. He founded the All—Miami Youth Symphony m' 1958
and was its conductor until 1961. After moving to Cahf'ornia, he earned his doctorate and
enjoyed a distinguished academic career ofmore than thirty years. Currently Strassburg
is professor emeritus of music at Caliform'a State University—L03 Angeles and is
intemationally known as a composer, conductor and Walt Whitman scholar.

CAESAR LaMONACA
(1886-1980)

Caesar LaMonaca was born in San Severo, Italy and began studying music at the age of
six. He came to the United States in 1901. After touring with various hands, he was
named director of the Famous Royal Italian Band at the age of eighteen. He came to
Miami in the early 1920s to conduct a band at the Roman Pools and by 1924 was director
of the Hollywood, Florida municipal band. LaMonaca accepted an offer to return to
Miami in 1926 and in 1929, he became music director of the Harvey Seeds American
Legion Post band, which he led for twenty years. In 1931, LaMonaca formed the Greater
Miami Boys Drum and Bugle Corps, which he headed until 1955. The popular free
Bayfront Park band concerts, which were given dun'ng the wm'ter season for forty—eight
years and for which LaMonaca is best remembered, started in 1930.

ROBERT BOBO, DMA
(1925-2000)

Robert Bobo received a bachelor’s degree from Juilliard, a master of arts from Columbia
and a doctor of musical arts from the University of Miami. He spent his professional
career in Miami and New York, playing French horn with the Miami Philharmonic, the
Fort Lauderdale Symphony, the New York City Opera and Ballet and the New York
Philharmonic. As a music educator, he was on the faculty of the University of Miami and
taught in the Dade County school system for twenty-six years. In addition to conducting
the All—Miami Youth Symphony, he also conducted All—State jum'or and sem'or school
orchestras. In January 2003, the Florida Orchestra Association honored him
posthumously for his contributions to music education. 



SOURCES

The Miami Daily News, “Pictures of the Day: Honest Toil — Youth Symphony in Debut,”
August 1, 1952

The Miami Daily News, “Youth Called for Try-Outs in Orchestra,” June 28, 1953

We Miami Herald, “Young Folks Devote Vacations to Music,” August 14, 1955

Dahlenburg, William J., Music in the Culture ofMiami: 1920-1966 (Ann Arbor:
Um'versity Microfilms, Inc., 1967) 154-157.

The Miami Herald, “The All-Miami Youth Symphony has been renamed the Greater
Miami Youth Symphony Orchestra,” November 24, 1972

INTERVIEWS:

Elizabeth S. Bobo (Mrs. Robert Bobo), Inglis, Florida

Sam Boldrick, Reference Librarian, Miami-Dade Public Library, Miarm', Florida

Dr. Norman Brenneis, Melbourne, Florida
(Father of Susan Brenneis Fischer)

Mrs. Ricky Carniniti, Hallandale, Florida
(Member, GMYS Board of Trustees, 1979-1980)

Dr. Lucas Drew, Flagler Beach, Florida
(Founder & Head of UM School ofMusic Preparatory Division)

Dr. Philip Fink, Tampa, Florida
(AMYS Conductor 1967-1968, Head of FIU Music Department, 1976)

Susan Brenneis Fisher, Youngstown, Ohio
(GMYS concertmistress 1976-1977)

Irwin & Charlotte Futerfas, Miann', Florida
(President & member, GMYS Board of Trustees, 1977)

Dr. Ruth Greenfield, Miami, Florida
(Current Member, GMYS Board of Trustees)

Craig Likness, UM Richter Library — Special Collections, Coral Gables, Florida



Arthur Schneebalg
(AMYS Alumnus)

Dr. Constance Weldon, Beech Mountain, North Carolm'a
(Member of LaMonaca’s Youth Orchestra 1946-1949, Assistant Conductor ofLaMonaca Youth Orchestra,
1955)

Joyce Wells, Miarm', Florida
(President, GMYS Parent Board, 1976-1977)

Nancy Zavac, UMSchool of Music Library, Coral Gables, Florida

NOTE: Contact information provided upon request.



The All-Miami Youth Symphony became part of the University of Miami School of
Music Preparatory Division in 1966. In 1969, the Preparatory Division changed its name
to the Division of Musical Arts.

When University of Miami faculty member Dr. Charles Campbell was appointed
conductor in 1972, he changed the orchestra’s name to the Greater Miami Youth
Symphony (GMYS), probably because he thought GMYS sounded better. In addition to
the change of name, there were possible governing and legal changes. The orchestra was
defim'tely the same group while part of the university.

The Division of Musical Arts was phased out at the end of the 1975-1976 school year.
The collegiate program of the School of Music had grown and needed the limited space.
The GMYS was no longer connected to the University of Miami.

I remember saying to colleagues that Dr. Robert Bobo deserves the credit for “saving the
youth symphony.” Possibly the dormant me of several months was to due to the need to
reorganize and find a new location to rehearse, etc. Dr. and Mrs. Bobo were close friends
of Caesar LaMonaca’s and played in his band, so placing LaMonaca’s name first on the
list of youth symphony conductors may have been intended as a tribute.

‘Beginm'ng in the mid 19803, I became less aware of the activities of the youth orchestra.

4—4.“W
Dr. Lucas Drew
Professor of Music Emeritus (1959-2000)
School of Music
University of Miami

Founder-Director,
UM School of Music
Preparatory String Division (1962-1964)
Preparatory Division (1964—1969)
Division of Musical Arts (1969-1970)
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/Pennsylvanra for one year, recelved tn‘e Bachelor Or‘ Mus'   
   

  
   

   
   

  

 

  

e rdasterEducatl'on degree from me Unr'ver51'ty of Colorado

and cowletedn lof Musxc degree from me Unl'versl'ty of Ore

Her51'ty of Oregon.furmer advanced studles at me Unl'

r every ma'j'or conductor m'had played "profe551'onally m

He conducted mewl's country.‘we last m1rty years

and from 1963 tomy from 1957 to l:’.-’m"ke warles Symp

At thl'stant Conductor to Fab1en Sev1'tzk'y.

v" ll'st of w'e Gyreater Ml'aml' Philharmonic.l

Caesar m Floraac.'a organl'zed me Greate.r M1-‘anl1' Youm

sm'hony 0rchestra l'n 1946. fiere was ll'ttle mformtl'on

concern1.'ng' th1s organl'zatr'on wlth publlc1'ty Mm'g ahost n11.

,Im" 1'95'5,I'_an artlcle _appeared 1'n the Herald m' Whlch h Monaca

VAm.e‘n' t 1'0 n'e' d md‘,a t m,e o.r.‘ches_tr a vhad been. formed a's a ' -keep mem

_o"f-flith_>_'ve:lits‘trfie‘et'dvetv'xi‘c‘e...."2

On m'1V'5- temm, am_1versary m Monaca sal’d flat the

orchestra ‘W‘ a s 8,0 strong W1th 2)“ strmgs, we rest be;ng wow—

wm'ds," >brass, and Ip'ercu551on. We orchestra was a sumer

*pr03.'ect.and r_e_hea_‘ 1r sed for mo monws and played m‘o concerts

.' . .
A

. l .‘ r 1’ "W

‘Slgnll_or etter.

2M1am1' H erald, August 14, 1955, n. p., Ml‘aml’ Publlc
n'l'brary, Florl'da Collectl'on.
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every smer. The d1fferent sectlons rehea‘rsed m' var; ous

parts of me cl'ty l'n me c1'ty parks and assemled for the

fl'nal rehearsals prev1'ous to we perfOIIM'nCG. Asslstmg Iflr.

h Monaca Were hl's son, Caesar h Monaca, a horn player w;th

me Houston Symhony,- Constance ‘41‘ldon, tuba player,- ano‘

.. . . l
kYtle Canonica, who rehearsed me strmgs. "Most of mem

he says, "but were were alvl‘ayswere hl'gh school students,

a felw younger, a fexv older. If mey can read mu51'c and play

fal'rly well,‘mey're welcome.“2

One of the representatl've youm orchestra programs

mat ref lected fie m’ NL'onaca w‘lnter prmrammg of hl's pro—

fessm'onal band was the_prwram scheduled for A‘uguost 25, 1955.

fie prwram W111 mclude Sousa's "Manhattelu Beach,"
h_Roy Mderson's "Pn‘antom Regm'ent," Goldman's "P1arch
C-he‘er1'o.," and we-four part “Atlant 's Sul'te“ by-Safranek.

_ A. .' . Neva' Symes Morr1_s has tram‘ed a small chorus
whl'ch"w"1ll'p.e'r.'fo'rm' pr m"c1'p._a'l num‘er's from "Tne Km'g and
I.“" S'o' lo1'sts Wl'll' m‘.-me'15 year- old seprano Susan
Talla'lnoff'a4nd 17 year- old tenor Kel‘fl Laa'wren’ce.3

fie program dl'd not mentl'on whem'er- or not m'e band would

accompany the ch or us> and solel'sts.

"I'n a le.tter‘ dated August 1", 1966, llvr. m Monaca not

mly w'rot"evab tut m_e Greater Ml‘aml' Youth Sprhony Orchestr_a,

but ma delp remarks about the h-l's’t~ory of some of me omer

youm orchestras.~ _

1 21bid.

 

Ibl'd.
 Ibid.
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Answerm9 your letter m' regards to Ume Youm Orches—
tra, I fomded 1't m' l946,- l't went on for ten years,
sponsored by me C;ty of Ml'aml', for Sumer (3 monms
only), played average of three or four concerts durl'ng
mat tm'e at myfront Park Bandshell, but framly, to
me 1't was a pam’ l‘n we neck. I had about 60 boys and
g1rls, the m strmentatlon dl'd not balance, men w'e dl‘d
not have we orcn'estra mat the schools have nw, so 1't
was hard to fm'd strmgs, men of course you knm‘ the
you& of tway, so I n'ad the tm‘e of n.y ll'fe wl'm them,
to play mose few concerts l'n order to somd ln"e sme—
mm'g. I had to fl’ll m‘ wlth some of my regular men.
Md after ten years I W‘a s s.o glad to get l‘t over W‘l th.

Few years passed, an‘d I bell'eve arOund 1960 Rob°.rt
Strasb‘erg formed, a Youth Orchestra, men a couple of
years hter RoMrt hwrence W‘as the Conductor. The
pa rent organl'zatl'on w‘as formed to back up the orchesua
and ml's wwt well,- only played one concert m‘ Decemer
and one, I bell‘eve, l'n May. fie mstrmnentatl‘on was '
pretty well balanced, and by ml's tm'e we had qul'te a
few orchestras m' we hl'gh schools, m' fact, Robert
hwrence M’as m‘ charge of me orchesUa and band at
E~dison H1gh School, so mat was a help. No years ago
m. hwrence w‘ent out of town, and the parents wanted
_to keep up we rehearsa ls. I was the fl'rst one, John
Bl'tter the second, etc. I asked mem me questl'on 1'f
m'ey had any musl'c.v %.ey _told me mat} the M1‘am1"Un1'ver—
s l'ty lmned flemp wie mus 1'c_, and hem9 flat I had qulte
a ll'ttle_mu$l_'c'_ma,t I had gotten for' n1y Youth orcheska,
-I t'o'l_d mlem .wat' I would donate l't t_o mam, whl'ch wa.s

.'d_o‘ne, and 'they m'__-.tu_rn at_ meu" annual dm'ner we end
of May,— m'v1"tedpus a,s honored g uests, and to w surprl'se,
presente_d me.w1'w.a very~ beautl'ful plaque 1'n me shape

-of» a musx’cal lyre, w1'm we' m'scrlptlon, etc.
fien m. hw‘rence _(who at me la_st, concert dl’d _not

look any too w_ell) reel'gned, and one of my v1'olm'1'sm,
m51'1,v1arren Sl'g_nor , who mo years ago’ was concert
master_W‘1'th the U. M.‘Symhony, and last year fu‘st
v1'ola and. orc'hestra manager, took over, but bem'g that
we Mm"m1',Un'l'Ver51'ty smhony’w'as d1'vor‘ce_d from' the
unl'verslty, and are on meu’ w’n, tn‘e unl'versr‘ty 1's

usm"g me you& _orChestra' .W‘l.th the addl'tl'on of me
un-1ver51't'y s tudents._ Fre"der1'ck' Fennell wl"ll be we
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The Youth Symphony, Orches-

tra.‘cpo_nsored by the Cit)r 01' Eli-
ami Recreation DZ-t'i'sinn and un-
derthc direction of Caesar La-

W-"W‘""'h"."i,,’n__rm'e_a_r_s~alvs_-
this week a: Wyndwood and Shen-
andoah Parks.

LaMonacaannounced that all
youngsters are eligible to partici-
pate in the Youth Orchestra pro-
viding they’ can read music and
have their own instruments.

Dales Scheduled
Youngsters in the northwest»,

and northeast sections of Miami
who are interested in' trying out;
for the err-host” are re:"nested'
to report to Wyna‘wocd mar-3:. 3456:
NW lst Ave.) at 10:30 am. Tues-g
d'ayaThose. residing in the south-I-
west and southeast sections of the;
city are requested to report‘ tot
Shenandoah Park, 1780 SW 2151?
Ave. at 10:.."-0la.m. Thursday.

Lalvlonaca said that r‘ehearsals‘
would be held wecldy for thefi
brass—and _woodwm'd7 sections-.atl_"’
10:30 a.m. Tuesdays at Wynd-g“
wood Park and for the string- sec-1‘
tio-a at 10:50 Thursa‘a;-'-3 2:1'...‘ "
Fridays, _.

-Only one-rehearsal weeldy-is§
scheduled for Shenandoah Park—a
the brasses and woodwinds will
practice at 10:30‘a.m. Thursdaysii

l————Reheanal—T—huesday———u
A general rehearsal will be. he ii

weekly at 7:45 pm. Thursdays at
Bayt’ront Park Bands‘n'eil.

~The_1m__-'nth—Symphon_‘»‘-0.x"l:.t.s"—~;‘— 7,-
trafnow in its- sevemh scasorL-TE --
\vil‘l stage two centers: at Bay-5,?
front Park Bandshell tn'm sun»-2,

‘v.
.:

‘1
i

mm;

 

mer. The first concert \s'ill be.
held near the end of 3L";- and the
{.um. - C d --u ‘- ~ ' v.- -iliin'i (".gl‘.(‘!-. nu". if". 1?. .-I - .-‘~. U . "‘v _. ' r_ 5... 'M‘u_.l. N‘é, .0390 a“

‘ L:i\.ionaca Will be .l.a'~.'s'.;~>-tc--l 22:)"
_i\'I.'ol'."‘.uis: Artie "I‘annnéen. As
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wilh this group, xlucr. La-
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Lucas ©rew
Judith ©rew

F0». 19, 20° 3
Dec“. «van‘

1
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June - Oct.
PO. Box 116
Scaly Mountain, NC 28775
Phone & Fax (828) 526-4510

Nov. - M7ya
P.O. Box1 98
Flagler Beach, FL 32136
Phone & Fax ( 445-6917

(393042 > lucasdrewbass aol.com
1drewsoprano aollcom
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MlAMl, FLORlDA 33132
TEL: (305) 8087446
Fax: (305) 808-7463
Weasn'a: www.concertfla.org

April 9, 2003

Mr. Tony Fernandez
President, Executive Board
The Greater Miami Youth Symphony
7425 sw 79‘h Court
Mianu‘, FL 33143-3918

Dear Tony:

I am writing to you by recommendation of Sharon Higgins, who is doing a paper on the
lu‘story of the Greater Miami Youth Symphony Orchestra. My dear friend Robert Strassburg
founded the orchestra under the original name ofthe All-Miarru' Youth Symphony.

I have been living in Miami since 1941 and know the history of both the Greater Miami
Youth Symphony and of Mr. Caesar LaMonaca, and would like to tell you that there is
absolutely no connection between the two. I used to sing on Friday nights with Caesar
LaMonaca in the Bayfront Park Bandshell, which was a local pick-up orchestra, and received
$15-$25 per night.

Robert Strassburg, who is a world-famous composer and pianist, was my voice teacher here
in Miami. Dr. Strassburg was a contemporary of Leonard Bernstein and Lukas Foss in
Tanglewood. We were very happy to have him in this community as a leading teacher and
conductor.

Dr. Strassburg is now 87 years old and lives in Los Angeles. He formed the original All-
Miami Youth Symphony Orchestra, which today is called the Greater Miami Youth
Symphony Orchestra. I believe the name was changed in 1972.

I can categorically say that Caesar LaMonaca was not the founder ofthis orchestra. I believe
it is only right that you recognize Dr. Strassburg for his monumental efforts in founding what
has turned out to be Miami’s first viable Youth Symphony.

I certainly hope that you will notify the Board of Trustees of the GMYS as to the Orchestra’s
actual history. Incidentally, I am in contact with Dr. Strassburg and only two weeks ago he
told me that indeed he had founded the orchestra.

Many thanks for your consideration.

Cordially,
"k‘ l V , ). I]

I) , .w' ‘1 I l {-7 /,{/l

2’../V.,/{,.(,V/JmUV7}, grog/0,1,1,
-L’Jlldlth Drucker 1“

President

JD: joc
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May 15, 2003

Robert Strassburg, DFA
3394-B Punta Alta
Laguna Hills, Califorru'a 92653

Dear Dr. Strassburg:

After lengthy and thorough m‘vestigations into the history of The Greater Miami
Youth Symphony, we have been able to determine that the orchestra’s origins are
traceable to The All—Miami Youth Symphony you founded in 1958. Because of
the name change that occurred m' 1972, and unexplained subtle changes that were
made to the orchestra’s history as depicted in the various programs of themid-
1970’s, the facts ofthe orchestra’s actual beginnings and your role m' its creation
became obscured.

On behalf ofthe officers and board oftrustees, it is an honor and a privilege to
acknowledge you as the founder of The Greater Miami Youth Symphony that V, '
began its existence as The All-Miami Youth Symphony. We are aware ofthe
enormous amounts oftrm'e and energy that you put m'to organizm'g and running the
orchestra and its support group, The Friends ofthe All-Miarm' Youth Symphony.
You should be gratified to know that your efforts resulted m' the first viable youth
orchestra‘m' Miami-Dade County that has, over the years, produced numerous
professional musicians and appreciative audience members just as you envisioned

In the future, Greater Miarm' Youth Symphony program notes and its web site will
m'corporate a brief history of the orchestra m' which you will be recogmz'ed as
founder as well as m' any press releases that mention the orchestra’s history. In
your honor, future piano concerto competitions will be known as the Strassburg

. Piano Concert Competition. Your dedication to young people and to music is truly
remarkable. We applaud you and wish you all the best.

Very truly yours,WA,

  

Tony Fernandez
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